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Improved Reading Achievement 

Third Grade Students 

Reading

O
h

io
 A

c
h

ie
ve

m
e

n
t 

T
e

st
 S

c
o

re

0

5
375

380

385

390

395

400

405

410

415

P
ro

fic
ien

t

Before
After

Third graders, on average, made significant improvements 
in reading achievement after Fast ForWord use and moved 
into the proficient range of reading as measured by the 
Ohio Achievement Test. 

 
 
 

Improved Reading Achievement 
Fourth Grade Students 
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On average, fourth grade students who used the Fast 
ForWord products made significant gains in reading 
achievement as measured by the Ohio Proficiency Test.  
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impact rapid development of language and 
reading skills; methods for assessing potential 
product participants; the selection of 
appropriate measures for testing and 
evaluation; effective implementation 
techniques; approaches for monitoring student 
performance; and techniques for measuring the 
gains students have achieved after they have 
finished using the product. This training helped 
ensure successful product implementation. 
 
Participation  
One hundred and eighty-five students 
participated in this study.  The Washington 
Local School District chose to use a 
combination of the 100-Minute Fast ForWord 
Language Protocol, the 50- and 90-Minute Fast 
ForWord Language to Reading Protocols, and 
the 48- and 90-Minute Fast ForWord to 
Reading 3 Protocols.  These protocols call for 
students to use the products for 48, 50, 90 or 
100 minutes a day, five days per week for four 
to twelve weeks. 

Assessment Results 
Before participating on the Fast ForWord 
products, the group of third graders had an 
average OAT score of 388 which was below the 
proficiency standard for the Reading 
Achievement Test, and 83% were at a 
performance level of Basic or below.  Overall, 
after Fast ForWord use, students made 
significant gains and moved well into the 
Proficient range on reading achievement to a 
score of 410.  In terms of performance level, 78% 
of third graders met or exceeded proficiency after 
using the Fast ForWord products.   
 
Fourth grade students overall were performing 
in the Basic range of reading achievement 
before Fast ForWord use.  After Fast ForWord 
participation, students made significant 
improvements, increasing the average OPT 
score from 204 to 212 points, and moving 
closer to the Proficient range.  Looking at 
individual performance levels, 43% of fourth 
graders who were at Basic improved to 
Proficient. 
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