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After participation on the Fast ForWord products, the group of 150 students 
made significant gains on the ISAT.  Students who used Fast ForWord 
products greatly exceeded the average year-over-year gain of 4.1 points 
achieved by students in comparable grades.   
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Participation  
One hundred and fifty students participated in 
this study.  In Spring 2003, school personnel 
administered the ISAT – the Idaho state 
assessment.  Students then used the Fast 
ForWord Middle & High School product and/or 
the Fast ForWord Language to Reading 
product.  In Spring 2004, the state 
assessment was administered again.   
 
Assessment Results 
Overall, after Fast ForWord product use, 
students made significant improvements in 
reading achievement and exceeded the 
nationwide average increase on the ISAT scale  

 
score for students in comparable grades (7.4 
points vs. 4.1 points).  
In addition, before using the Fast ForWord 
products, only 27% of the students were 
performing in the Basic range on the ISAT with 
the majority of students (56%) performing in the 
Below Basic range.  After Fast ForWord 
participation, the percentage of students 
performing in the Basic range rose to 49% while 
the percentage in the Below Basic range 
dropped to 27%.  Students reaching the 
Proficient range (an indication of subject 
mastery) nearly doubled from 11% to 21% after 
Fast ForWord use. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Discussion 
Cognitive and early reading abilities are critical for all students, impacting 
their ability to benefit from instruction, follow instructions, and participate 
in class discussions.  Strong linguistic skills also provide a critical 
foundation for building reading and writing skills. 
 

Scores from before and after participation on the Fast ForWord products 
showed that, on average, students who used the products demonstrated 
significant increases in their reading achievement as measured by the 
reading section of the ISAT.  The number of students who were in the 
Basic or Proficient categories doubled, while the number of students in 
Below Basic dropped by over 50%.  This suggests that using the Fast 
ForWord products strengthened the students’ foundational skills and 
helped them benefit more from the classroom curriculum.  

 
 

To find out more about this study, and how 
Fast ForWord products can benefit students in 

your classroom or district, please 
visit www.scilearn.com/resultsreports. 
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